A Dream Come True!
HANDOVER CELEBRATION

Lumwana West Pre-School & Secondary School Phase I
August 30", 2017
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PCV Elizabeth Bowers (Beth) at her hut with Lumw.
Beth had a dream of global peace and understanding. She joined thedeea

Corps to pursue that dream on the other side of the worlgh the village of Lumwana
West in NW Zambia Her effort to support the women of her community began with
herself as a model of the educated womanWith her loss in a bicycle accident in
2002, her dream passed to her family and friendg Salem, Oregon, and to her
village community in NW Zambia.The Elizabeth Bowers Zambia Education Fund
(EBZEF) wadhorn of that partnership to pursueB e t dréas.

Beth’'s dream has b eyeans-fromathe3L5EBAEFzi ng f or
secondary school/30 collegeB e t h ’ schai&rships ® the Peace Corps
partnership to build the Elizabeth Bowers Memorial Library to the Baal Dan
Charities partnership to develop and build a preschool, to the current partnership
with World Vision to build Phase | of the secondary sdol project. The completion
of Phase I of the Secondary School Project
dream of supporting the women of her village and their entire community.

Beth’s Lady Prl;dence Masanyinga decorating for celebration



The longawaited SchoolHandover Ceremony took place on Augi 30, 2017,
in Lumwana West, dedicatingwo pre-school classrooms, six secondary school
classrooms, &l gckl st wa b Isevaterloremokes, anthao u s e
mechanized water system The celebration includedtwo high chiefs, the Provincial
minister, a variety of government,education, military, and local officials, as well as
the entire community of L umwhadiesgredbhoolt , i ncl ud
primary, and secondary students and teachergnd the national and local press.
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Waiting for the High Chiefs o aiting for the Ceremﬁy to begin

The program featured many speakes, including the Provincial Minister, the
District Commissioner, DEBS, World Visiom,umwana West head teachers and
pupils,and many mor e readremArksByHighCheeE &i ¥ | unga.

Provincial Minister Pupil Martha Sampanyayi reading Chief Sai'lunga’s speech

Primary School Headmistress Irene Sandu Samakesa read a speech from
EBZEF in English while Seconaya School Headmaster Mbongo (Larry) Nj@mba
translated, ashenadt r ans|l at ed Li nda echedforéheMemgrialBower s’
Library Handoverin2009.1 r ene r eported, “The cel ebration
was able to read your speech loudly and clearly. It was such a busy and happy day
for the Lumwana community. The event was just colorful!



“Yourspeech touched many heart s. Bet h’
remembered her with tears of joy. We felt we were really with her and you in spirit.

May her soul rest in eternal peace. The minister, the two chiefs, and all the
important people have praised BZEF for your wonderful works. You are so
amazing. We | ove you all "
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Pupils gathéring to sing for the cerelﬁony '

Lumwana West Secondary School pupils sang for the celebration, which
included ribbon-cutting ceremonies with the traditional chiefs and other dignitaries
to open the various buildings for use in Term 3, 2017.
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Chiefs & Minister cutting ribbon for Teacher’s House
(Mr. Njolomba, in right top corner with big smile!)
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Secondary classrooms ribbon-cutting A Inspecting new desks in secondary

Secondary school student Clement Mupotola offered his Pupil Testimony:
“Today i s one of yitlifa ees,gecheobidtiedove ofdmy s i n
However, my school days in the past were very difficult for me. Bricks and stones
were my furniture. Sometimes, | could stand for a full period, unable to write
anything. Due to few classrooms, my class wae crowded that the teachers failed
completely to attend to my individual problems. | obviously knew that the best that
was in me was not fully coming out in such an environment.



“Now there is hope for mel! For me, this

classooms, the furniture, the teachers’ houses
Elizabeth Bowers Zambia Education Fund (EBZEF)! Thanks to World Vision!
Thanks to the Government! Now there is hope

Pre-school girlchild presenting Minister with scissors

Chiefs inspecting pre-school classroom & new, mukwa furniture

As Bet h’' s v iitself imthe growtmand developsent of literacy
and education in her village of Lumwana West, EBZEF moves ever closer to our goal
ofeducating t he “ Whol e Girl .7 Our goal was ackno
MAI L's September 1, 2017, article, *“Marry of
Chief Sailung’ achsl dhadipEZEH " 0asg.hgarrd wor k t o
Bet h’ s Geircdmsnunayrhak literddly changed the way the community and
the tribal elders view the education of women. More importantly, it has changed the
way the women of Lumwana West view themselves.



Bet h'’

s Girl s

Help EBZEF
educate the
Whole Girl!

(secondary

have graduated from college) have proven to be family and community leaders and
excellent role models. As they complete secondary school, then go on to college/
vocational school, then move into positive work positions, then marr~and only
THENhave their children, they become pillars of their community and confirm
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whom she so admired.Can you believe the following cultural paradigm shift?!
E B Z E Forts hawe fiterally changed the way the community views the education
of women! Even more, we have changed the way the women view themselves.
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Marry off girls at 23
or face punishment

B Senior Chief Sailung’

MWILA NTAMBI

ENIOR Chiel

Sailung’a of the

Lunda people of

Mwinilunga says

parents who will be

found marrying off

their female children below the

age of 23 in his area will b
punished

Speaking during the handover

of six new classrooms at

Lumwana West Secondary

School on Wednesday, the

traditional leader said parents

should focus on sending their

girl children to school instead

of marrying them off at a tender

age.

Other new infrastructure
which were handed over at the
school include two staff houses.
two early childhood education
classrooms, an ablution block,
boreholes and a mechanised
walter system

The infrastructure was built
by Elizabeth BowtsFoundatior
Zambia Education Fund in
conjunction with World Vision
Zambia at a cost of K3.9 million

Senior Chief Sailung’a
speaking in a speech read for him
by Martha Sampanyayi, a pupil
at Lumwana West Secondary

was

School.
The traditional leader said it
was resolved during a meeting he

day, September 1, 2017

a is championing girl-child education

held with village headmen in his
area recently that any parent who
marries off a female child aged

below 23 should be punished

Without specifying the type of
I ymng YF

punishment which will be meted
out against erring parents, Senior
Chief Suilung’a said times have
changed and everyone should
strive to be educated.

“This is a generation of

educated people. We cannot
afford to be marrying ofT our girls
at the expense of empowering
them with education,™ he said
The chief also thanked
Government and co-operating
partners like World Vision
Zambia for their efforts in
developing his chiefdom

He said his ancestors waited
for development for many years
and that it is now gratifying to
see it finally being delivered.

Senior Chief Sailung’a urged
his subjects to jealously guard
the school infrastructure against
vandalism

He said malicious damage to
property is a criminal offence and
anyone found damaging school
infrastructure in the chiefdom
will face the wrath of the law.

And speaking earlier, World
Vision Zambia deputy national
director Chikondi Phiri said the
organisation is concerned about
the high number of girls currently
dropping out of school in the
chicfdom due to pregnancies

In a speech read for him by
Zambia Reading for Education
and Development technical
programme manager Maureen
Simunchembu, Mr Phiri said
current statistics show that at
feast three in 10 girls drop out
of school in the chiefdom after
getting pregnant.

“We therefore request the
traditional leadership and
Government authorities to
urgently put measures and
penalties in place to bring this
issue to a complete stop,” he said

Mr Phiri also said World Vision
Zambia is ready to work with

stakeholders such as traditional |

leaders in ending child marriage
and violence against children

_ To our E_BZEF friends and supporter LEASE CONTINUE TO HELP US to
sustain 1_ZhIS vision as the Secondary Sobl project moves from the successful
completion of Phase | into the continuing efforts of Phases Il & Ill. With the help and

support of World Vis o n ,
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