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PCV Elizabeth Bowers (Beth) at her hut with Lumwana West host family  

 

 Beth had a dream of global peace and understanding.  She joined the Peace 
Corps to pursue that dream on the other side of the world in the village of Lumwana 
West in NW Zambia.  Her effort to support the women of her community began with 
herself as a model of the educated woman.   With her loss in a bicycle accident in 
2002, her dream passed to her family and friends in Salem, Oregon, and to her 
village community in NW Zambia.  The Elizabeth Bowers Zambia Education Fund 
(EBZEF) was born of that partnership to pursue Beth’s dream.   
 
 Beth’s dream has been materializing for 15 years--from the 315 EBZEF 
secondary school/30 college Beth’s Girls scholarships, to the Peace Corps 
partnership to build the Elizabeth Bowers Memorial Library, to the Baal Dan 
Charities partnership to develop and build a pre-school, to the current partnership 
with World Vision to build Phase I of the secondary school project.  The completion 
of Phase I of the Secondary School Project is a major step toward fulfilling Beth’s 
dream of supporting the women of her village and their entire community.  

 
Beth’s Lady Prudence Masanyinga decorating for celebration 



The long-awaited School Handover Ceremony took place on August 30, 2017, 
in Lumwana West, dedicating two pre-school classrooms, six secondary school 
classrooms, a girls’ ablution block, two teachers’ houses, water boreholes, and a 
mechanized water system.  The celebration included two high chiefs, the Provincial 
minister, a variety of government, education, military, and local officials, as well as 
the entire community of Lumwana West, including Beth’s Girls/Ladies, pre-school, 
primary, and secondary students and teachers, and the national and local press.    

 

    
            Waiting for the High Chiefs                                     Waiting for the Ceremony to begin 
 

 The program featured many speakers, including the Provincial Minister, the 
District Commissioner, DEBS, World Vision, Lumwana West head teachers and 
pupils, and many more.   A Beth’s Girl read remarks by High Chief Sai’lunga.  
 

    
         Provincial Minister                    Pupil Martha Sampanyayi reading Chief Sai’lunga’s speech 
 

 Primary School Headmistress Irene Sandu Samakesa read a speech from 
EBZEF in English while Secondary School Headmaster Mbongo (Larry) Njolomba 
translated, as he had translated Linda and Gerry Bowers’ speeches for the Memorial 
Library Handover in 2009.  Irene reported, “The celebration has been wonderful!  I 
was able to read your speech loudly and clearly.  It was such a busy and happy day 
for the Lumwana community.  The event was just colorful! 
 



 “Your speech touched many hearts.  Beth’s photo was displayed.  We 
remembered her with tears of joy.  We felt we were really with her and you in spirit.  
May her soul rest in eternal peace.  The minister, the two chiefs, and all the 
important people have praised EBZEF for your wonderful works.  You are so 
amazing.  We love you all!”  
 

 
Pupils gathering to sing for the ceremony 

 

Lumwana West Secondary School pupils sang for the celebration, which 
included ribbon-cutting ceremonies with the traditional chiefs and other dignitaries 
to open the various buildings for use in Term 3, 2017. 
 

 
Chiefs & Minister cutting ribbon for Teacher’s House 

(Mr. Njolomba, in right top corner with big smile!)  
 



 
Minister & Chief cutting ribbon for secondary classrooms 

 

 
Six secondary classrooms ready for occupancy! 

 

     
       Secondary classrooms ribbon-cutting                Inspecting new desks in secondary classroom 
 

 Secondary school student Clement Mupotola offered his Pupil Testimony:  
“Today is one of the greatest days in my life.  Yes, school is the love of my life.  
However, my school days in the past were very difficult for me.  Bricks and stones 
were my furniture.  Sometimes, I could stand for a full period, unable to write 
anything.  Due to few classrooms, my class was so crowded that the teachers failed 
completely to attend to my individual problems.  I obviously knew that the best that 
was in me was not fully coming out in such an environment. 
 



 “Now there is hope for me!  For me, this is a dream come true!  The 
classrooms, the furniture, the teachers’ houses, all sparkling new!  Thanks to the 
Elizabeth Bowers Zambia Education Fund (EBZEF)!  Thanks to World Vision!  
Thanks to the Government!  Now there is hope for me!  Thank you!” 

 
 

 
Pre-school girlchild presenting Minister with scissors 

 

 
Chiefs inspecting pre-school classroom & new, mukwa furniture 

 

 As Beth’s vision manifests itself in the growth and development of literacy 
and education in her village of Lumwana West, EBZEF moves ever closer to our goal 
of educating the “Whole Girl.”  Our goal was acknowledged in the ZAMBIA DAILY 
MAIL’s September 1, 2017, article, “Marry off girls at 23 or face punishment:  Senior 
Chief Sailung’a is championing girl-child education.”  EBZEF’s hard work to support 
Beth’s Girls and their community has literally changed the way the community and 
the tribal elders view the education of women.  More importantly, it has changed the 
way the women of Lumwana West view themselves. 
 



 
 

 Beth’s Girls (secondary school scholarship recipients) and Ladies (those who 
have graduated from college) have proven to be family and community leaders and 
excellent role models.  As they complete secondary school, then go on to college/ 
vocational school, then move into positive work positions, then marry—and only 
THEN have their children, they become pillars of their community and confirm 
Beth’s vision of parity in education and professionalism for the women of her village 
whom she so admired.  Can you believe the following cultural paradigm shift?! 
EBZEF’s efforts have literally changed the way the community views the education 
of women!  Even more, we have changed the way the women view themselves. 
 

 
 
 To our EBZEF friends and supporters, PLEASE CONTINUE TO HELP US to 
sustain this vision as the Secondary School project moves from the successful 
completion of Phase I into the continuing efforts of Phases II & III.  With the help and 
support of World Vision, the full realization of Beth’s dream is in sight. 


